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Ratlonalft.—The extent to which a school gets its students and keeps
them is an important factor in determining the school's educational status.
No matter how good the educational offerings may be, if the students do not
attend the school, they cannot profit from the offerings.
One of the most perplexing problems confronting our American schools
today is to devise ways of encouraging more children to remain in school.
The American people have not only established public schools; they have
also enacted compulsory school attendance laws. These laws reflect the
concern of the people as well as the educational profession, that our
youth remain in school until they have completed at least the twelfth
1
grade.
Compulsory education is by no means an innovation. It had its origin
in England in the year 1405. It was not iintil 1852, however, that the
Massachusetts State Legislature passed a compulsory-school-attendance
law, the first law of its kind to be passed in the United States. After
the passing of the Massachusetts law, Vermont, New Hampshire, Michigan
and Washington followed in succession. By I9I8 each of the states had
passed on its own cumpulsory-attendance-law.
Heck points out two principles that are generally accepted by
1
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The first can be formally stated by saying that the
state is responsible for making sure that all its
children, for their own sake, receive an education.
The state is responsible for making provisions which
will secure for all children an equal opportunity to
have training which will develop each to his maximum
capacity. Secondly, a democratic state is duty bound
to demand for its own sake that all children living
within its limits^receive the essential elements of
a good education,'
If these principles are to be upheld, compulsory attendance is ab¬
solutely necessaiy. Since people estimate values differently, many
children would not attend school if they were not compelled to do so.
Children nor parents realize that failure to take advantage of the educa¬
tional opportunities offered could actually mean destruction of a demo¬
cratic form of government if all acted in a similar manner. Evidence that
many fall to realize this is found abundantly in the reports of city school
superintendents. Average daily attendance is much lower than enrolled
figures, ani in many instances enrollment figures are lower than those
2
for the census.
In the modem school the attendance worker is no longer considered as
an officer of the law whose sole purpose is that of enforcement and punish¬
ment. He is recognized as a representative of the school whose primary
concern is to help the child attend school under conditions which will
enable him to make the most of his own abilities and of the educational
1
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opportunities offered in school.
Even with the extended compulsory-school-attendance laws and the
many changes that have taken place in revising them, attendance is, no
doubt, one of the most difficult problems confronting our schools today.
The enriched curricula, the broad extra-curricula activities, the improved
facilities and equipment, and other desirable features of the modem school
tend to enhance the school's "holding power." let, the subject of dropouts
and absentees has become a crisis which has aroused national and local concern.
Non-attendance at school constitutes one of otit largest educational
wastes. Approximately 15 percent of the desks and other pupil stations are
unoccupied daily because of non-attendance in the schools of the whole na¬
tion, The large financial waste which results from non-attendance becomes
quite evident when it is realized that the cost to operate a school is
practically the same whether the children attend or not. More than eight
billion dollars are spent annually for elementary and secondary education in
the United States. If 15 percent of the pupils are absent daily, it is
apparent that the resulting financial waste, when computed on the total
school experkliture, is colossal. The greatest loss, however, is the educa-
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tional loss to the pupil.
Drotter points out that a person is of no value to any organization if
his attendance is spasmodic. Many concerns spend a great deal of time and
money in developing personnel for key jobs. Any organization is as good as
Richard M. Kayser, "Meaning of Good Attendance," National Association of
Secondary School Principals Bulletin. Vol. XLIII, (October, 1959), p^SA.
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-its personnel. All of this training woTold be to no avail if the persons ,
concerned cannot be dependent upon for steady attendance. Schools can do
1
a great service by impressing this factor upon their students.
The problem of identifying causes that promote irregularities in school
attendance is a great challenge that faces all persons concerned with the
development of the American youth to their fullest extents and capacities.
School officials and school employees have the responsibility, therefore,
of devising ways and means of keeping students in school as well as im¬
proving daily attendance. This is very necessary if the schools of today
tend to achieve their goals in providing an education for everyone. What
the citizens of the next generation will be, the schools of today will
largely determine.
Evolution of the Problem.—There was an apparent need for an investiga¬
tion of reasons for the appalling number of absentees that was usually listed
on the Daily Attendance Report at the Lord Beaconsfield Landry Senior High
School. The problem evolved out of the writer’s concern and interest in
determining some factors that possibly contributed to the existing situation*
The administration, teachers and staff were cognizant of the fact that there
were far too many students absent daily. Great concern had been manifested
regarding this persisting problem, but there had been no study conducted
to ascertain the underlying causes vrtiich tended to encourage the prevailing
condition. Hence, the writer, in this research attempted to determine such
factors that contributed to absenteeism in the school, with a hope that ways
for Improving the attendance could be recommended,
r~ “ ~~~ ——“
Stephen J, Drotter, "Good Attendance," Clearing House. Vol. XXX,
(March, 1956), p. 412.
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Cnntrlbi:t1nn to Edncatlonal Knowledge .—It Is hoped that the findings
and interpretations from this study will be of value in yielding pertinent
information for school administrators, teachers, and others who are concerned
with improving school attendance. It is not Intended to reflect unfavorable
criticism, but to stimulate an interest in getting all children in school
every day. It is further hoped that as a result of this study more effective
plans for dealing wltti students who are characterized as absentees and drop¬
outs may be formulated.
Statement of the Problem.—The problem involved in this study was to
analyze the daily attendance records of the Lord Beaconsfleld Landry Senior
Hi^ School, New Orleans, Louisiana, in order to determine the extent of
absenteeism and the possible causes of dropouts, if any, during the first
semester of the school year, 1962-1963.
Purpose of the Study.—The major purpose of this study was to ascertain
factors that contributed to absenteeism during the first semester as revealed
by the students and parents.
More specifically, the study attempted to do the following:
1♦ To determine the enrollment for the first semester by the sex,
age and grade level of the students enrolled.
2. To determine the average daily attendance of the students for
each trimester (six week period).
3. To determine the weekly dls-taribution of absenteeism according to
grade levels.
4. To compare the percent of aggregate daily attendance for each
trimester (six week period).
5. To ascertain reasons given by students for their absents from
school.
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6. To ascertain reasons given by parents for students' absences
from school.
7, To determine the socio-economic background of students who are
chronic absentees.
8, To determine the educational status of the parents of chronic
absentees.
9. To determine the number of dropouts and the reasons most
frequently given for leaving school as indicated by the parents
on the visiting teacher's records.10.To formulate implications, if any, for the improvement in
attendance as may be derived from the analysis and interpreta¬
tion of the data gathered for the study.
Definition of Terms.—The following are defined for this study:
1. "Registration" refers to the total number of students enrolled
in school.
2. "Percent of daily attendance" is used to designate the percent
of students present daily.
3. "Absenteeism" refers to one or more days that students fail to
attend school.
4. "Aggregate daily attendance" refers to the stun of the number of
students present daily and absent daily.
5. "Trimester" refers to attendance for a period of six weeks.
6. "Attendance Report" refers to the list of absentees recorded
daily by the office.
7. "Dropouts" refers to students who terminate their education
for whatever reasons.
8. "Factor" refers to any element or circumstance that contributes
7
to absenteeism.9,"Absentee" refers to a student who is not present and whose
name appears on the Attendance Report.
10, "Chronic absentee" refers to a student whose attendance is
consistently irregular,
11, "Non-attendance" is used synonymously with absenteeism.
12, "Withdrawal Form" refers to the form which is filled out for
the students who withdraw from school.
Limitations of the Study.—The study was limited to the enrollment
and attendance of the Lord Beaconsfield Landry Senior High School for the
first semester, 1962-1963. The enrollment was five hundred and eighty-two
students which included two hundred and seventy-five boys and three hundred
and seven girls. The analysis and interpretation were based on the attend¬
ance records kept by the teachers and in the office files. The limitations
of the study depended largely upon the degree to which these records were
kept accurately and up to date, and to the reactions of the subjects to
the check list.
Locale of the Study.—The study was conducted at the Lord Beaconsfield
Landry Senior High School in New Orleans, Louisiana, The school is located
on the west bank of the ItLssissippi River in a community known as Algiers
which is considered West New Orleans, The Landry School is the only senior
high school (public) for Negroes on the west side and is operated by the
Orleans Parish School Board, The Mayor’s Annual Report (City of New Orleans)
1962, gave the total population for Negroes in the Algiers community as
nine thousand seven hundred and fifty-nine or 28,3 percent of the total
population. The school population was drawn mainly from the Lord Beaconsfield
Landry Junior High School which is housed in the same plant.
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Dfififfrlntlon nf the Subjects.—The school's enrollment was approximately
five hundred and eighty-two as of the 1962-1963 school session. The students
came from areas nearby axjd some 9.8 percent were transported by school bus*
In addition, some students, approximately 11 percent came from the adjoining
Jefferson Parish on special permits granted by the School Board, The majority
of the students, however, resided in the immediate area of the school.
Materials.—The materials that were used by the researcher to ascertain
the data for the study were as follows*
1. Registration Cards
2. Daily Attendance Reports
3. Trimester Report of Attendance
4. Withdrawal Forma
5. Questionnaire
6. School Permanent Records
7. A Special Check List
Registration Cards.—The registration cards were used to determine the
enrollment for the first semester according to age, sex, arid grade level
(tenth, eleventh and twelfth grades).
Daily Attendance RftPnrt.—Thp Daily Attendance Report was used to
determine the average daily attendance and the distribution of weekly
absenteeism. These reports were made by teachers and sulmiitted to the
office daily.
The Trimester Report.—The Trimester Report was used to ascertain the
percentage of aggregate daily attendance for the six-week period. On these
reports the teachers recorded the number of students present and absent during
the six weeks. In addition, the number of withdrawals were listed and the
reasons for the same were recorded.
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Forms.—Withdrawal Forms were used to determine the number
of students who withdrew and the reasons for their withdrawal(s),
Onsstlonna1rfi.~-A questionnaire (check list — closed form questionnaire)
designed to determine the socio-economic status, educational level of
parents and reasons given by parents for students' absences was constructed
and used as a source of data.
School Permanent Records.—The school's permanent records were in¬
vestigated for any other information that was needed to carry on this study.
Special Check List.—A special check list was used to determine the
reasons given by the students for their absences.
Method of Research.—The Descriptive Survey Method was used in this
study, employing techniques of analysing and interpreting official records,
and questionnaires used as the data gathering sources for the study.
Procedural Steps.—The procedural steps involved in this study were
as follows:
1. Permission to conduct this study was obtained from the principal
of the school.
2. The related literature pertinent to this study was reviewed
and summarized.
3. The registration cards and the attendance reports were analyzed
in order to compute the following:
3.1 Total enrollment of the school for the first semester
by age, sex and grade.
3.2 Average daily attendance for each grade level (tenth,
eleventh and twelfth) for the first semester.
3.3 Weekly distribution of absentees according to grade levels.
3.4 Percentage of aggregate daily attendance for each trimester
(six week period).
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. 4. Reasons stated by parents for students' absences were summarized
and presented in narrative form. Such reasons as given by stu¬
dents were treated similarly.
5. The socio-economic status and the educational level of parents
were determined through the questionnaire. The findings were
stimmarized and presented in tabular and narrative form.
6. Reasons for dropping out were extracted from the withdrawal forms
and presented in tabular form.
7. The data were presented in narrative and tabular form and in¬
terpretations accompanied the presentations.
8. Implications were drawn based upon the findings.
9. Conclusions and recommendations stemming from the analysis and
interpretation of the data constituted the finished thesis copy.
Survey of Related Literature .—The literature reviewed in connection with
this study revealed that many authorities in the field of education consider
student attendance as a serious problem that confronts our schools today.
Numerous studies on attendsuace and dropouts are reported in the various ed¬
ucational periodicals and considerable attention has been given to this
problem in many books.
Keeping up attendance is beset by so many difficulties that as a result,
from ten to fifteen percent of the elementary school pupils in the United
States on an average are absent from school daily, and the problem of attend¬
ance is even more serious in the high school. This problem has become so
serious in American education that practically every book dealing with class¬
room administration or pupil adjustment gives a chapter or two on its
1
consideration.
^Fred C. Ayer, Practical Child Accounting (Austin, Texas: The Steck
Company, 1953), p. 160.
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Jfeny guidance workers follow the attendance records of students closely
because they have learned through experience that a child's record of
absences frequently signifies some form of maladjustment.
Hutson reports that an inquiry into the attendance services in the
schools of New York showed that absence from school is symptomatic of mal¬
adjustments of various types and forms
In a Pennsylvania high school the counselor experimented on attendance
by doing away with the written paurental excuse. A personal, interview with
the pupil who had been absent was substituted instead. The attendance was
improved, and through the interviews the teacher found clues to needed con-
2
tacts with the home and with teachers.
Several studies have been conducted in recent years to determine reasons
for non-attendance in schools. Othello T. Surrency reported some pertinent
findings from a study in the schools of Pierce County, Georgia:
1. There were enough weekly and monthly absentees to
employ or lose two elementary and one high school
teacher.
2. Work, as a reason for absence,was stated by the
high school student and sickness was stated more
often by the elementary school student.
3. There was a definite difference in the educatiojial
status of parents of absentee students. The data
presented revealed that the educational status of
parents ranged from a low of four percent to 6.67
percent for college education to a high of 30 per¬
cent to 50 percent for elementary education.3
^
Percival W. Hutson, The Guidance Function in Education (New York:
Appleton-Century-Crofts, Inc.), p. 367.
P. 368.
30thello T. Surrency, "A Study of Factors in Absenteeism in the Schools
of Pierce County, Georgia, 1956-1957" (unpublished Master's thesis. School of
Education, Atlanta University, 1957), p. 56.
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Gibbs drew significant conclusions from a comparative study of
twenty-five regular and twenty-five non-regular attenders in Henry County,
Georgia: (l) There was a slight difference in achievement in favor of the
regular attenders; (2) There was a slight difference in personality in favor
of non-atte»aers; and (3) There was a slight difference in intelligence in
*1
favor of regular attenders,
Kayser, in discussing school attendance, states:
In a society where one's personal work is so much
determined by his going or not going to school, and
it is the accepted pattern that he goes, we must
recognize that it is the social force that really
puts the compulsory in school attendance. The written
law is only symptomatic of this. This is evidenced
by the large percentage of children who now attend
school beyond the age of legal compulsion. A child's
attendance is determined largely by the conditions in
which he lives. There are vast differences among
schools in many respects, such as the socio-economic
level of families, standards of living, housing,
clothing, food, physical fitness and parental attitudes.
Such factors must be considered in making comparisons
of attendance percentages.2
Commenting on the problems, Chamberlain and Kindred say that attendance
enforcement presents two rather distinct problems; first,getting all children
enrolled, and second,keeping all enrolled children in regular attendance.^
As a point of emphasis regarding the perplexing problem faced by the
public schools today, Gillis ard Henry state that all teachers need to
Arthtir L. Gibbs, "A Comparative Study of Twenty-Five Regular and Twenty-
Five Non-Regular Attenders of The Springfield Elementary School, Henry County,
Georgia, 1953-1954" (unpublished Master's thesis. School of Education, Atlanta
University, 1954), p. 65.
2
Kayser, ibid, p. 86.
3
Leo M. Chamberlain and Leslie W. Kindred, The Teacher and School
Organization (Englewood Cliffs, N. J.: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 196o), p. 337.
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, recognize that the effective discharge of their professional responsibilities
present many problems and challenges, even when their students are in regular
attendance. These problems and challenges can become downright depressing
unless the school does everything within its power to promote good attendance
1
and to reduce absenteeism to a minimum.
According to Grieder, Pierce and Rosenstengel, in order to ia5)rove
school attendance, one must know the many causes of non-attendance. They
cite the various causes that are more commonly listed as individual cases,
namely: (l) illness of the pupil or member of the family, (2) distance from
school, (3) work at home, (4) death in the family, (5) slow progress or
failure, (6) economic or social reason, (?) truancy and (S) indifference
2
of parents.
These writers further propose that there may be many other factors which
may cause children to stay away from school. In schools that are staffed
with teachers who are not well prepared for teaching, children may lose
interest in school work and stay out for such reasons listed below:
1. Unattractive classrooms.
2. Unsanitary conditions.
3. Report cards and the marking system.
4. Lack of suitable activities.
5. Poor social enviroment.
1
Hlarl Gillis and Arthur C. Henry, "Attendance Problems," Clearing House
(September, 1956), p. 26.
^Calvin Grieder, Tfuman M. Pierce, and William Everett Rosenstengel,
Public School Administration (New York: The Ronald Press Company, 1961), p. 352.
u
6. Dbminatlng and irritating tea'cher.
7. Lack of good clothing.
8. Lack of confidence in value of curriculum.^
After many years of endeavoring to improve attendance, the Modesto High
School in California now operates on the philosophy that the basic penalty for
absence from school must be loss of credit in the classroom. The person who
does not show up for work does not get paid. Absence is indicated by a zero
which is not only a symbol, but also a grade for the day. Legally accepted
reasons may clear this zero. Indications are that many students and their
parents are developing a better understanding of the importance of good
attendance
Many unexcused absences are due to a lack of understanding or apathy on
the part of paurents. In some cases they are not aware of the specific laws
that govern attendance. The over-all reduction of absences, both excused
and unexcused, demands coordinated and expanded efforts from the fields of
attendance, counseling, guidance, health, social services and school ad¬
ministrative personnel.^
Of great concern to educators also is the increasing number of dropouts




^1111®® N. McGowan, ’*What’s Happening in California Secondary Schools,”California Journal of Secondary Education. Vol. XXXI, (May, 1956).
Emery Stoops and M L. Rafferty, Jr., Practices and Trends in School
Administration (Boston; Ginn and Company, 1961), p. 337.
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attandance age. Educators recognize that the needs of some children are
not being met, and consequently hundreds of dropout studies have been re¬
ported in the literature,
Liddle, as a result of a stxidy on dropouts, reported the following:
1, Early school leavers more often come from lower
class groups such as migrants and undeirprivileged
minority groups.
2, Dropouts as a group also have below average in¬
tellectual ability, as measured by intelligence
tests.
3. They come from parents who have had less education,
were unsuccessful in school themselves, and do not
encoxurage academic interests.
4. The dropouts themselves often feel that their
schooling was impractical in.that it did not
prepare them for a vocation.
In a similar study by Lichter, Rapier and Seibert of one hundred and
five adolescent children of the Chicago public high schools, the findings
were: (l) The dropouts had unsuccessful and unhappy school experiences;
(2) They were not leaving to effect constructive plans; (3) Educational and
emotional problems were major; (4) The dropouts and their parents had un¬
healthy and distorted relationships; (5) More emotionally improved boys than
2
girls remained in school.
A survey of teachers' feelings about dropouts showed that in the opinion
of teachers, dropouts lack initiative, are attendance problems, have poor
study habits, are disinterested and irresponsible, are lacking in skills and
self-confidence, and bring too many home problems to school.^
1
Gordon P. Liddle, "Psychological Factors Involved in Dropping Out of
School," The High School Journal. Vol. XLV, (April, 1962), p. 276.
2
Solomon 0, Lichter, Elsie B. Rapier, and Frances M. Seibert, "Prevention
of School Droi>*««>its," School and Society. Vol. XC, (April 7, 1962), p. I59.
3
Liddle, ibid, p. 277.
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' So severe is the PJoblem of school’dropouts that Kohler and Fontaine
exclaim:
One of America's most crippling and least known failures
is that we waste more them a million kids a year. As we
once wasted nattiral gas, forests and top soil, today we
waste our most natxiral resource—the production power of
young imaginations and emotions. We waste them because we
neither keep them in school nor give them jobs. The
majority of our wasted million are in the slums of otir
biggest cities or at the lowest economic levels of our
middle-sized cities. Thousands of them come from rural
schools while other thousands come from the suburbs of
large villages and metropolitan areas.^
The United States Labor Department estimates that between I960 and 1970,
twenty-six million young workers will enter the labor forces; of these, nearly
30 percent, or seven million five hundred thousand, will lack a high school
2
education.
In a slum section composed almost entirely of Negroes in one of our
largest cities, the following situation was found: a total of 59 percent of
the male youth between the ages of sixteen and twenty-one were out of school
and unemployed,.,. Of the boys who graduated from high school, 48 percent
were employed in contrast to 63 percent of the boys who had dropped out of
3
school.
Two officials in the United States Office of Education report that
problems of American Youth as identified in a survey in 1937 still persist
despite the national attention focused on them at that time. At that time
1
Mary Conway Kohler and Andre Fontaine, "We Waste A Million Kids a Year,"
Saturday Evening Post. Vol. CCLIII, (March 10, 1962), p. 16.
2ll2j^., P. 17.
3
James B. Gonant, Slums and Suburbs (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company,
Inc,, 1961), p, 145,
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40 percent of the young people between sixteen and twenty-four years of
age were out of school and unemployed. Today the number of young people
bo-Ui out of school and out of work is again dangerously large. Juvenile
delinquency is raging, illegitimate births and venereal diseases are still
increasing among the youth, and the rate of rejections for military service
1
is very high.
A Louisiana study relating to dropouts revealed that 21.5S percent of
the enrollment con?)leted the twelfth grade of Louisiana's white and Negro
public schools in the 1953-1954 session. The following factors were listed
as causes for leaving school:
1. Economic necessity
2. Maladjustments to school
3. Lack of remedial instruction
4. Retardation
5. Excessive Age




210.Mental incapability of further learning.
Many leaders in education^ government and business are trying to cope
with a school problem which some consider to be near explosive. In a single
statistic it is this. Four out of every ten students who started the fifth
^J. Dan Hull and Howard H. Cummings, "How Far American Youth in 1962?"
School Life. Vol. XL!/, (January, 1962), pp. 13 - 14.
D. Workman, Jr., Southern Schools: Progress and Problems (Nashville,
Tennessee: Southern Education Reporting Service, 1959), pp. 21 - 22.
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grade last September probably will not graduate from high school. The
school drop-out constitutes a crisis of growing national implications, in
terms of unemployment, welfare costs and, according to some authorities,
crime. School drop-outs will number 7.5 million in the 1960*s.
The President's committee on Youth Employment reported the following
startling facts about the dropout which will have an adverse affect on
the nation:
1. During the school months of 1962, from six hundred
thousand to eight hundred thousand young people
between sixteen and twenty-one~as many as the
entire population of cities the size of San
Francisco, Saint Louis or Boston—^wea out of
school and looking for jobs.
2. Unemployment among teenage Negro youth is double
that of white boys and girls.
3. School dropouts suffer most from unemplo^ent and
have greater difficulty in finding work,^
1
"The School Drop-Out," Good Housekeeping. Vol. CLIV, (March, 1962), p. 143.
2
The Challenge of Jobless Youth (President's Committee on Youth Em-
ployment), April, 1963.
CHAPOER II
PRESENTATION AND INTERPRETATION OF DATA
Introduetlon.—This chapter has for its major purpose the presenta¬
tion and interpretation of the findings of this research which dealt with
the problems of attendance in the Lord Beaconsfield Landry Senior High
School, New Orleans, Louisiana, for the first semester, 1962-1963.
The analysis and the intearpretation of the data presented in this
chapter were derived from three major sotjrces, namely* (a) the data taken
from the official school records, (b) the data concerned with responses
of absentee students to the items on the check listj and (c) the data
concerned with responses of parents of absentee students to the items on
the check list.
The data for the study were assembled in a series of tables which
were properly classified and treated with reference to the responses to
the items on the check lists and the information supplied by the official
records.
Registration for the First Semester bv Sex, Age and Grade in the Lord
Beaconsfield Landry Senior High School, 1962-1963..^ The data for Table 1
were derived from the registration cards that were used to determine the
school's enrollment for the first semester.
Normal ages were determined by the criteria set by the Orleans Parish
School Board, This criteria includes a distribution of ages six through sev-
enteen> beginning with age six for the first grade and increasing a grade
19
20
each year to age seventeen for the twelfth grade. According to the age
and corresponding grad* level, a student is classified as being of normal,
above or below normal age for a respective grade.
Table 1 presents data of the sex, age and grade distribution of the
tenth, eleventh and twelfth grade students in the Lord Beaconsfield Landry
Senior High School for the first semester, 1962-1963.
The total registration was five hundred and eighty-two which included
two hundred and seventy-five boys and three hundred and seven girls. Of
this total, it appears that two hundred and ninety-two students were
progressing through school according to their chronological ages as related
to their actual grade placements, whereas two hundred and eight were above
and eighty-two were below the age limit for the designated grade.
In the tenth grade the students* ages ranged from thirteen to nineteen
years. Of the two htindred and fifty students enrolled, one htuadred and thirty-
three were of the appropriate age of fifteen years, thirty-one students were
below and eighty-six were above the normal age. A point of interest is that
among these thirty-one students, it should be observed that one girl was
thirteen years. This indicates that she was at least two grades ahead of
her chronological age. Likewise, thirty students \dio were fourteen years of
age and in the tenth grade, were at least one grade ahead.
In the eleventh grade there were bhe htindred and eighty-three students
whose ages ranged from thirteen to twenty years, with a total of ninety-eight
at the normal age of sixteen years, twenty-nine were below and fifty-six
were above the respective age.
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Of the twelfth grade students enrolled, ages ranged from fifteen to
twenty—ome years* There were sixty—one students who placed at the nonnal
age of seventeen years, but sixty-six placed above and twenty-two were below*
It appears that from the evidence presented in Table 1 that there were
more boys thAw girls enrolled who were considered above normal, age for their
grade level. This is represented by a total of one hxxndred and twenty-seven
boys as compared to eighty-one girls* To the contrary, there were more
girls than boys enrolled who were classified as below normal age which is
represented by a total of thirty-three boys and forty-nine girls*
It can be noted that the largest number of students who were at the
normal grade level for their chronological age was found in the tenth grade*
At this level, one htmdred and thirty-three students ©r 55 percent of the
tenth grade enrollment were fifteen years of age, which is considered normal.
In the eleventh grade ninety-ei^t or 54 percent of the enrollment was of the
normal age and the snallest number was found in the twelfth grade at age
seventeen* The total number of cases here were sixty-one or 41 percent of
the enrollment for the designated grade*
Average Daily. Attendance bv Trimesters of the First Semester.— Table
2 reveals data on average daily attendance of the tenth, eleventh and twelfth
grades for the first semester of the 1962-1963 school session.
The data for this table were provided through the use of Form 10 (The
Teacher's Record of Attendance). Form 10 makes possible a daily check of
student attendance which is compiled and reported at the end of each trimester
or six week period* Usually a trimester includes thirty school days AT>f^ a
semester includes three trinesters or ninety days*
TABIE 1
REGISTRATION FOR 'ffiE FIRST SEMESTER BI SEX, AGE AND GRADE, 1962-1963
Soohomores Juniors Seniors. Total by Ages
Normal Age B07S Girls Total Boys Girls Total Boys Girls Total Boys Girls Total
13 1 1 1 — 1 — - - 1 1 2
14 13 17 30 - . 1 1 - - - 13 18 31
15 50 83 133 10 17 27 - 2 2 60 102 162
16 33 23 56 44 54 98 9 11 20 86 88 174
17 16 5 21 16 19 35 21 40 61 53 64 117
18 6 1 7 11 1 12 22 26 48 39 28 67
19 2 - 2 6 2 8 10 2 12 18 4 22
20 - - - 1 - 1 3 2 5 4 2 6
21 mm • •• • 1 * 1 1 1
Total 120 130 250 89 94 183 66 83 149 275 307 582
Above Normal
Age 57 29 86 34 22 56 36 30 66 127 81 208
Normal Age 50 83 133 44 54 98 21 40 61 115 177 292
Below Normal
Age 13 18 31 11 18 29 9 13 22 33 49 82
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The information for Form 10 originates in the classroom of every
homeroom teacher in the secondeury school* It indicates at the end of
eveiy trimester, semester and school year the number of boys and girls
registered in that particiilar school by grades during the current session.
In addition, losses and gains are accounted for in a categorical listing.
The mathematical operation involved in computing the Form 10 makes
possible the addition of gains from whatever source and the deletions of
losses for whatever reason. Consequently, the actual student membership
can be determined for any given day. The listings are cumulative in every
respect or area of this form. The use of the number of days taught as a
factor makes possible the realization of averages, actual or percentage
wise.
Average daily attendance (ADA) is computed by dividing the total days
present by the number of days taught. The percent of attendance is ascertained
by dividing the total days of attendance by the aggregate membership.
Table 2 indicates that the average daily attendance for the first
trimester ranged from a low of 139.1 or 94 percent in the twelfth grade
to a high of 227*8 or 92 percent in the tenth grade. The average daily
attendance for the second and third trimesters vauried from a low or 89
percent in the twelfth grade for the third trimester to a high of 219.5 or
89 percent in the tenth grade for the second trimester.
It is noted that there was a decrease in the percent of average daily
attendance in each grade from the first to the third trimesters. The range
was from a high of 95 percent in the eleventh grade in the first trimester
to a low of 85 percent in the tenth grade in the third trimester.
TABLE 2
AVERAGE DAILY ATTENDANCE BY TRIMESTERS FOR THE TENTH, ELEVENTH AND TWELFTH GRADES
Trimesters
Tenth Grade Eleventh Grade Twelfth Grade
Membership ADA* Percent Membership ADA* Percent Membership ADA* Percent
First 247 227.8 92 182 173.8 95 147 139.1 94
Second 247 219.5 89 183 165.0 93 148 136.0 91
Third 247 211.0 85 181 160.0 88 146 130.0 89
Semester
Average 247 219.4 88 182 166.2 92 147 135.0 92
* = Average Daily Attendance
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Obviously then, the best attendance for the entire semester among the
three grades was found in the eleventh and twelfth grades, whereas the
tenth grade contributed the greatest percentages of absences for each
trimester, i. 8, 11 and 15 percents for the first through the third
trimesters respectively.
Weekly Distribution of Absentees for the First Semester.—^Table 3
shows the number of absentees by the week in the tenth, eleventh aiml
twelfth grades for the eighteen weeks which comprised the first semester
of the 1962-1963 school term.
Before attempting to interpret the table, it should be understood
that the enrollments for the grades reached their full strength by the end
of the seventh week. The changes in the numbers of students absent after
that time can be compared with a high degree of accuracy because they
represent the attendance behavior of the same size enrollments.
During the first six weeks of the semester the enrollment showed a
gradual increase from week to week. The enrollments for the tenth, eleventh,
and twelfth grades were two htmdred and fifty, one hundred and eighty-three,
and one hundred and forty-nine respectively, as of the end of the seventh
week, and for each week thereafter enrollments were approximately the same.
It should be pointed out that the numbers reported in Table 3 represent
the total number of absentees for the week, and a single student may contribute
several absences to the statistics. To evaluate the number of absentees for
a particular week one must multiply the number of students enrolled by the
number of days in the week and compare this product with the figures given
in Table 3 for the particular week. Each week in the semester was comprised
of five school days with the exception of the sixteenth week which included
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only two days.
Table 3 reveals that weekly absentees for the tenth grade varied from
a low of forty-two during the first week to a high of two htindred and ninety-
eight during the fourteenth week. The eleventh grade varied from eighteen
to one hixndred and eighty-sevea with the lowest number occurring during the
fifteenth week. The twelfth grade had its best attendance in the first week
(twenty-one absentees) and its worst attendance in the thirteenth week (one
hundred and eighty-two absentees).
It is evident that more absentees occurred during the thirteenth, four¬
teenth and fifteenth weeks. When the absentees for these three weeks are
combined for each grade, it is found that the tenth grade showed a total
of eight hundred and thirty-six, the eleventh grade a total for the three-
week period of five hxmdred aM three and the twelfth grade showed four
htindred and sixty two. Therefore, twenty-seven percent of the tenlda grade
absentees occurred in a period of time equal to 17 percent of the total
school semester. It is interesting to note that these weeks covered a period
of time between December 9» 1962 and January 7, 1963. No doubt, the Christmas
season exerted a deleterious effect upon the school atteMance for the subjects
of this investigation.
Another point of interest is that during the tenth week which contained
the Thanksgiving holidays the percent of absentees approximated the percent
of the total time involved. The week represented approximately 5.5 percent
of the semester and the four huMred absentees represented 6 percent of the
total absentees for the semester.
One thing that must not be overlooked is that the youth of New Orleans.
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experienced the coldest days of their lives dtiring the months of December,
1962 and January,1963. According to statistics, it was the coldest period
in sixty years. Temperatures were as low as nine degrees to a high of thirty.
As a result of the sudden drop in temperature mamy inconveniences were imposed
upon the citizenry during this time. It is without a doubt, too, that such
unfavorable weather conditions likewise contributed a very harmful effect
upon the attendance of the students involved in this study.
Reasons Stated bv Students for Their Absences During the First Semester.—
The data on reasons for absences during the first semester were derived from
the responses of the students to a special check list designed to ascertain
such reasons. In formulating the check list, many factors were listed that
appeared germane to the problem of absenteeism. The list was subnitted to
a Faculty Committee who decided to scrupulously eliminate any ambiguous
and unnecessary items that were included and to add any other items that
seemed pertinent to the problem. As a result of the efforts of the
committee, twenty-five items were finally agreed upon as factors that could
possibly influence the attendance behavior of the subjects of this investiga¬
tion.
Of the five hundred and eighty-two students enrolled in the respective
grades, four hundred and seventy-nine responded to the check list. In terms
of percent, it can be said that 85 percent of the total enrollment responded.
The responses for each grade are arranged in rank order, beginning with
the reason most often given for absences and ending with the reason least
given for absences.
One hundred and five or 87.5 percent of the one hundred and twenty boys
in the tenth grade checked the following reasons for the absences from school:
1. lack of interest in school work.
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TABLE 3
WEEKLY DISTRIBUTION OF ABSENTEES BY GRADES FOR THE FIRST SEMESTER
Grades
Weeks Tenldi Eleventh Twelfth Total
1 42 18 21 81
2 78 21 42 141
3 96 45 37 188
4 117 28 50 195
5 135 39 60 234
6 154 54 96 304
7 131 61 37 229
8 177 123 85 385
9 205 138 85 A28
10 197 112 91 400
11 194 103 104 401
12 208 115 109 432
13 267 151 182 500
14 298 165 146 609
15 271 187 134 592
16 236 165 123 524
17 207 145 127 479
18 81 47 31 159
Total 3,094 1,717 1,560 6,281
Average 171.90 95.38 86.67 348.90
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, 2. Poor grades
3. Pupil's personal illness
4« Broken homes
5, Help needed at home (to care for little ones,
pay bills, work, etc.)
6, Extreme poverty
7, Parent's or guardian's illness
8, Report to school but cut classes
9, Lack of proper clothing
10. Disciplinary difficulties
11. Dislike for certain subjects
12. Financial reasons
13. No provision for adequate study in the home
14. Truant behavior
15. Dislike for certain teachers
16. Poor health
17. Allowed to remain home at own choice
18. Parents demand that you remsdn home
19. Employment (to work)
20. Inadequate coiinseling service in the school
21. No time for study after school hours
22. Failure to get desired subjects
23. School's lack of concern about absences
24. Report to school but cut classes
25. Marriage problems
Among the one hundred and thirty tenth grade girls, 69.2 percent or ninety
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reported their reasons for absences as pupil's personal illness, parent's
or guardieua's illness, no time to study after school hours, dislike for
certain teachers, no provision for adequate study at home, help needed at
home (to care for little ones, pay bills, work, etc.), lack of interest in
school work, dislike for certain subjects, inadequate counseling service in
school, disciplinary difficulties, employment (to work), financial reasons,
can't get along with other students, allowed to remain at home at own choice,
failtire to get desired subjects, poor grades, parent's demand that you re¬
main at home, truant behavior, lack of proper clothing, poor health,
school's lack of concern about absences, report to school but cut classes,
extreme poverty, broken homes, marriage problems.
The evidence revealed from the responses of sixty-nine or 75.5 percent
of the eleventh grade boys indicated the following reasons for absences:
1. Pupil's personal illness
2. Lack of Interest in school work
3. Poor grades
4. Dislike for certain subjects
5. Disciplinary difficulties
6. Dislike for certain teachers
7. Failure to get desired subjects
8. Parent's or guardian's illness
9. No provision for adequate study in the home
10. Help needed at home (to care for little ones, pay
Mils, work, etc.)
11. No time for study after school hours
12. Report to school but cut classes
13. Can't get along with other students
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14. Lack of proper clothing
15. School's lack of concern about absences
16. Parents demand that you remain at home
17. Financial reasons
18. Inadequate counseling service in school
19. Employment (to work)
20. Truant behavior





The reasons for absences as given by eighty or 85.1 percent of the
eleventh grade girls enrolled are stated thuslyj pupil's personal illness,
dislike for certain subjects, no time for study after school hours, parent's
or guardian's illness, help needed at home (to care for little one, pay bills,
work, etc,), poor grades, failure to get desired subjects, no provision for
adequate study in the home, lack of interest in school work, allowed to re¬
main home at own choice, financial reasons, disciplinary difficulties, re¬
port to school but cut classes, poor health, parents demand that you remain
at home, can't get along with other students, employment (to work), broken
homes, truant behavior, marriage problems, school's lack of concern about
absences. Inadequate counseling service in the school, lack of proper clbthing
and extreme poverty.
From fifty-eight or 87.9 percent of the twelfth gradd boys the following
causes for absences were revealed in the order in which they are listed8
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1. Pupil's personal illness
2. No time for study after school hours
3. Employment (to work)




7. Dislike for certain subjects
8. Dislike for certain teachers
9. Lack of interest in school work
10. Poor grades
11. Disciplinary difficulties
12. Parent's or guardian's illness
13. No provision for adequate study in the home
14. Lack of.proper clothing
15. fxtrea» poverty
16. Broken homes
17. Failure to get desired subjects
18. Inadequate counseling service in the school
19. Report to school but cut classes
20. Can't get along with other students
21. Allowed to remain home at own choice
22. Parents demand that you remain at home
23. Mgarriage problems
24. School's lack of concern about absences
25. Poor health
Of the eighty-three twelfth grade girls enrolled, seventy-seven or 92.7
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percent gave such reasons for their absences as pupil's personal illness, '
poor grades, parent's or guardian's illness, lack of interest in school
work, can't get along with other students, help needed at home (to care
for little ones, pay bills, work, etc.), failure to get desired subjects,
poor health, dislike for certain teachers, financial reasons, dislike for
certain subjects, allowed to remain h6me at own choice, no time for study
after school hours, employment (to work), disciplinary difficulties, no
provision for adequate study in the home, school's lack of concern about
absences, inadequate counseling services in the school, truant behavior,
marriage problems, broken homes, parents demand that you remain home, lack
of proper clothing, extreme poverty and report to school but cut classes.
Reasons for Absences Given bv the Parents of Chronic Absentees.—
During the first semester of the school session consistent irregularities
were observed in the attendance behavior of approximately sixty-two students
whose absences increased continuously. According to the records, by the end
of the semester or before, each of these students had accumulated at least
thirty or more days of absences.
In considering these particular cases, it was noted that these absences
were not always consecutive, but these students had actually missed approxi¬
mately one-thini of the total time, since the semester comprised eighty-seven
days. Too, it can be said that the cumulative absent days of the said in¬
dividuals equaled that of a trimester of a six week period. Moreover, these
students had failed to adhere to the regulation of the Orleans Parish School
Board which states that a student should be present seventy days a semester
in order to earn promotion to the next grade. Hence, with the foregoing
facts being considered, these students were classified as chronic absentees.
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By the end of the semester, twelve of these chronic absentees had be¬
come dropouts which meant that fifty remained in school* Of the fifty re¬
maining there were thirty-three tenth graders, twelve eleventh graders and
five twelfth graders.
A structured check list was used to ascertain reasons for absences
from the parents of the chronic absentees. In formulating the check list,
many factors were included that seemed to be pertinent to the problem Of
school attendance. The Hit of factors was submitted to a Faculty Committee
who eliminated unnecessary items and added others that appeared relevant
to the problem.
As a result of the decision of the committee, twenty-four items were
listed as factors that could possibly influence the attendance behavior of
students involved in this study.
The check list was sent to fifty parents whose children were classified
as chronic absentees. Only thirty-six or 72.0 percent of these parents
responded. This included responses of parents of twenty-three tenth graders,
nine eleventh graders and four twelfth graders.
When giving reasons for the chronic absences of their children from
school the parents listed the following; pupil's personal illness, employment
(to work), lack of interest in school work, financial reasons, poor grades,
child's help needed at home, parent's or guardian's illness, dislike for
certain teachers, child reports to school but cuts classes, poor health, no
provisions for adequate study in the home, can't get along with other students,
dislike for certain subjects, allowed to remain at home at own choice, lack
of proper clothing inadequate counseling service in school, no time for study
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after* school hours, truant behavior# disciplinary difficulties, marriage
problems, failure to get desired subjects, broken home, school's lack of
concern about absences and extreme poverty.
It is obvious that these reasons can be grouped into matters having to
do with students' attitudes toward school, parents attitudes toward school
and toward the total welfare of their children, the adjustment of children
to school, the health conditions of children and parents, and matters pertaiii-
ing to economic conditions.
Factors Determining the Socio-Economic Background of the Chronic
Absentees .—Table 4 presents data on some factors that determined the
socio-economic background of the chronic absentees for the first semester
in the tenth, eleventh and twelfth grades.
The data derived from a structured check list that was used to ascertain
such information that was relative to this phase of the investigation. The
check list was sent to fifty parents whose children were considered irregular
in attendance. Thirty-six or 72.0 percent of the parents reacted to the check
list. They were parents of twenty-three tenth graders, nine eleventh graders
and four twelfth graders.
The educational status of the parents is shown in Table 4. These data
revealed that 41.7 percent of the fathers did not go beyond the elementary
school and 58.3 percent of the fathers did not go beyond the secondary level.
The mothers were found to have enjoyed a slight advantage over the fathers in
the number of years of schooling. Thirty-three percent of the mothers had not
gone beyond the elementary school and 66 percent of the mothers had not gone
beyond high school. There were no mothers or fathers of these chronically
absent students who had attended college.
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The economic status of the Negro in the Algiers community is generally
considered low. The main sources of employment within the area for men are
unskilled 3ot)S offered at the Algiers Naval Station and Dry Docks, Other
men are employed as porters and as deliverers for stores, and as janitors
of schools and other buildings found therein.
Outside the immediate community some men are employed on unskilled jobs
at the Southern Pacific Railroad Company, in shrimp factories, construction
companies^ as longshoremen for the various shop lines, A few carpenters,
electricians, brick masons, plasterers, cement finishers and roofers comprise
the skilled laborers among Negro male citizens.
Though many women are employed as domestic workers, cafeteria managers
and cooks, school custodians and hotel maidsj others work in the local
hospitals as practical nurses as well as nurses' aides. Like the men, some
women are employed in the shrimp factories.
It is evident from Table 4 that the occupations of the parents of the
chronic absentees were limited to skilled and unskilled jobs. Twenty-two or
61,1 percent of the fathers were employed in unskilled work. As specified
in the responses on the check list, these fathers worked as porters, school
janitors, longshoremen, carpenter helpers and factory workers. Ten or 27.8
percent of the mothers were employed in unskilled work as maids, domestic
workers, factory workers and school cooks.
It is interesting to note that the majority of the mothers were un¬
employed, but only two or 5*6 percent of the fathers were unemployed. Not
one mother was engaged in skilled work whereas three or 3.3 percent of the
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fathers were employed as skilled workers. Specifically, these were a
barber, an auto mechanic and a building contractor. The unemployed mothers
were reported as assuming the role of housewives according to their responses.
Further, Table 4 reveals that the feunilies of the chronic absentees
varied in size from one child to ten children. There were three families
with one, two and four children. There were four families that had three
and eight children. The table further shows five families with five, six
and nine children and two families with seven and ten children.
According to the evidence presented there were five fathers and three
mothers deceased.
Reasons Given bv Parents for Dropouts During the First Semester.—
The data on reasons for dropouts during the first semester as derived from
the withdrawal cards are presented in Tables 5, 6 and 7 for the tenth, eleventh
aM twelfth grades.
The withdrawal card is used by the visiting teacher to ascertain the
reason from parents for their children’s withdrawal from school. The reasons
are evaluated jointly by the teacher, counselor, principal and the visiting
teacher. Not only is this card used to evaluate reasons given but it serves
also as an index in securing important background information about the
individual concerned.
According to the records there were twelve dropouts by the end of the
first semester. This figure represented 2,1 percent of the enrollment of
five hundred and eighty-two. The evidence indicates that there were two
dropouts during the first six week period (trimester)j one in the tenth and
twelfth grades respectively. By the end of the second trimester there was
a total of seven and at the end of the semester the number had increased to
twelve
TABLE 4
FACTORS DETERiaNING THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC BACKGROUND OF THE CHRONIC ABSENTEES





Educational level of parent Number of children in
Father - Elementary School 15 4t.7 family
High School 21 58.3 One 3 8.3
College 0 00.0 Two 3 8.3
Mother - Elementary School 12 33.3 Three 4 11.1




Occupations of parent Seven 2 5.6
Father - Skilled 3 9.7 Eight 4 11.1
Unskilled 22 70.9 Nine 5 13.9
Unemployed 2 6.5 Ten 2 5.6Unknown 4 12.9




Unemployed 23 76.7 Father 5 62.5
Unknown 0 00.0 Mother 3 37.5
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Table 5 establishes reasons for dropouts among the ten-th grade students.
Of the two htindred ard fift7 students enrolled in the grade, there were six
or 2.4 percent dropouts hj the end of the first semester. Included in this
total were four boys and two girls.
One boy, eighteen years of age dropped out because of “poor health."
He lived with his father, a disabled veteran and his mother who was unemployed,
f
There was one other child in this family and no past dropouts. The father's
and mother's highest educational attainment was elementary school. The
record indicates that this boy of average intelligence participated in a
few extraeurricular activities.
Another seventeen year old boy who lived with his parents and four
siblings dropped out because he felt that he "could not pass his subjects,"
His rank in intelligence was average as stated on the record. The father of
this dropout was retired and the mother was unenQjloyed. Each of them had
completed the elementary grades. There was no indication of any past dropouts
in the family. This dropout did not participate in any extracurricular
activities.
Table 5 shows that two students in the tenth grade dropped out to "go
to work." One boy, nineteen years of age, lived with an uncle. His mother
was eo^loyed as school custodian, but the occupation of his father was
unknown. Scholastic achievement for the parents was eleventh grade for
the father and twelfth grade for the mother. There were two other children
in the family and there were no past dropouts. This student was classified
as below average in intelligence and participated in a few extracurricular
activities.
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Of the two girl dropouts in the tenth grade, one gave as a reason for
dropping "poor health” which warranted her being hospitalized. The family
consisted of this sixteen year old student, three siblings, mother and father.
The father was employed as a consti*uctlon worker &nd the mother a housewife.
Both parents had congjleted high school. According to the rank of intelligence,
this dropout was said to be of average ability but did not participate in
any extracurricular activities.
Data revealed that the other tenth grade girl had as a reason for dropping
out "to marry." She was fifteen years of age and lived with her parents and
six siblings. Among the six other children, there was no record of dropouts.
Average in intelligence, this student, like most of the others, participated
in a few extracurricular or outside activities. It is further revealed that
the parents of this dropout completed the elementary grades and were employed
in the semi-skilled occupations of carpenter and housekeeper.
TABLE 5
REASONS GIVEN BY PARENTS OF TENTH GRADE STUDENTS FOR DROPOUTS
Reason Number
To marry 1
Could not pass subjects 1
To go to work 2
Poor health 2
Total 6
Table 6 shows reasons for dropouts in the eleventh grade. By the end of
first semester, three or 1.6 percent of the one hundred and eighty—three
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students enrolled had dropped out of school.
An eighteen year old boy dropped out of school to "enter the armed
forces." He resided with his father, a longshoreman, and his mothei^ a
housewife. Both parents had con^jleted high school. As this student was an
only child there was no history of dropouts in his family. He participated
in a few outside activities and was of average intelligence.
The reason stated for dropping out for a nineteen year old boy was
"disliked teachers and/or the way they taught." His father was deceased and
the mother was a cafeteria worker. The educational attainment of the father
was unknown, and it appears that the mother had completed the eighth grade.
The family included one other child, past record of dropouts was nil.
According to the record, this student was classified as retarded; and
participated in few extracurricular activities.
Another nineteen year old boy, whose parents were deceased, dropped out
of school "because of a lack of interest." He lived with an aunt and four of
his siblings. There was an indication of one past dropout in this family,
seemingly the father had oon^ileted the fifth grade, but the mother's school
achievement was unknown. Uiis subject participated in a few outside activities
ai»i was classified as average in intelligence.
It is of interest to note that there were no girl dropouts in the
eleventh grade.
Table 7 reveals reasons for dropouts in the twelfth grade. Of the one
hundred and forty-nine enrollees, there were three or 2.0,percent dropouts
by the end of the first semester. Included in this total were two boys
and one girl.
According to his chronological age of twenty-one, one boy was retarded
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TABLE 6
REASONS GIVEN BI PARENTS OF ELEVENTH GRADE STUDENTS FOR DROPOUTS
Reason Number
To enter anned forces 1
Disliked teachers and/or subjects 1
Lack of interest 1
Total 3
REASONS GIVEN BI PARENTS
TABLE 7
OF TWELFTH GRADE STUDENTS FOR DROPOUTS
Reason Number
To enter armed forces 1




three years for the grade? and his reason, for dropping school was "to
go to work." His parents were separated and he lived with his mother,
who was a seamstress, and four siblings. There was no previous history
of dropouts in this family. The father’s highest attednment scholastically
was the completion of elementary school, whereas, the mother had completed
high school. It appears that this young man was of average intelligence
and while in school participated in a few extracurricular activities.
It is further noted in Table 7 that one dropout gave "to enter the
armed forces," as a reason for leaving school. This eighteen year old
boy was classified as slow average in intelligence. He resided with his
parents and five siblings. Both parents had completed high school? and
their occupations were longshoreman for the father and houseVife for the
mother. His participation in outside activities was limited to a few.
In the twelfth grade there was one girl dropout who stated her reason
as "poor health." This seventeen year old girl lived with her father, a
longshoreman and her mothei^ a restaureint worker. There were three other
children in the family who had no past indication of dropouts. Educational
attainment for her parents was completion of high school. The student was




Introduction.—One of“ the most perplexing problems confronting our
American schools today is to devise ways of encouraging more children to
remain in school. The American people have not only established public
schoolsj they have also enacted compulsory school attendance laws. These
laws reflect the concern of the people as well as the educational profession,
that our youth remain in school until they have completed at least the
twelfth grade.^
Con^julsory education is by no means an innovation. It had its origin
in England in the yesu: 1405. It was not until 1S52, however, that the
Massachusetts State Legislature passed a compulsoiy-school-attendance law,
the first law of its kind to be passed in the United States. After the
passing of the Massachusetts law, Vermont, New Hampshire, Michigan and Wash¬
ington followed in succession. By I9I8 each of the states had passed its
own compulsory-attendance-law.
Even with the extended compulsory-school-attendance laws and the many
changes that have taken place in revising them, attendance is, no doubt, one
of the most difficult problems confronting our schools today. The enriched
curriculum, the broad extra-curricula activities, the improved facilities and
equipment, and other desirable features of the modem school tend to enhance
1
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the school's "holding power." Yet, the subject of dropouts and absentees
has become a crisis which has aroused national and local concern.
Non-attendance at school constitutes one of our largest educational
wastes. Approximately 15 percent of the desks and other pupil stations are
unoccupied daily because of non-attendance in the schools of the whole nation.
The large financial waste which results from non-attendance becomes quite evi¬
dent when it is realized that the cost to operate a school is practically the
same whether the children attend or not. More than eight billion dollars are
spent annually for elementary and secondary education in the United States.
If 15 percent of the pupils are absent daily, it is apparent that the re¬
sulting financial waste, when computed on the total school expenditure, is
colossal. The greatest loss, however, is the educational loss to the pupil.^
The problem of identifying causes that promote irregularities in
school attendance is a great challenge that faces all persons concerned with
the development of the American youth to their fullest capacities. School
officials and school employees have the responsibility, therefore, of devising
ways and means of keeping students in schools as well as improving daily
attendance and providing an education for everyone. What the citizens of the
next generation will be,the schools of today will largely determine.
Problem and Methodology.—The problem involved in this research was to
analyze the daily attendance records of the Lord Beaconsfield Landry Senior
High School, New Orleans, Louisiana, in order to determine the extent of
1
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York: The MacMillian Company, 1958), p. 379.
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absenteeism and the possible causes of drc^outs, if any, during the first
semester of the school year, 1962-1963.
The major purpose of the study was to analyze the daily attendance during
the first semester, 1962-1963, and to ascertain the factors that contributed
to absenteeism as revealed by the students and parents.
More specifically, the study was designed to achieve the following
objectives:
1. To determine the enrollment for the first semester
by the sex, age and grade level of the students
enrolled.
2. To determine the average daily attendance of the
students for each trimester (six week period).
3. To determine the weekly distribution of absenteeism
according to grade levels,
4. To compare the percent of aggregate daily attendance
for each trimester (six week period).
5. To ascertain reasons given by students for their
absences from school.
6. To determine the socio-economic background of students
who are chronic absentees,
7. To ascertain reasons given by parents for students'
absences from school.
8. To determine the educational status of the parents
of chronic absentees.
9. To determine the number of dropouts and the reasons
most frequently given for leaving school as indicated
by the visiting teacher's record.10,To formulate implications, if any, for the improvement
in attendance which may be derived from the analysis
and interpretation of the data gathered for the study.
The descriptive survey method of research was used in this study, em¬
ploying techniques of analyzing and interpreting official records and check
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lists (closed form questioiinaires) used as the data gathering sources.
The five hundred and eighty-two students enrolled in the tenth, eleventh
and twelfth grades, constituted the subjects for this study.
The procedural steps involved in this study were as follows*
1. The related literature pertinent to this study was
reviewed and summarized.
2. The Registration Cards and the Attendance Reports
were analyzed in order to compute the following*
total enrollment of the school for the first semester
^7 grade; average daily attendance for
each grade level (tenth, eleventh and twelfth) for
the first semester; weekly distribution of absentees
according to grade levels; and percentage of aggregate
daily attendance for each trimester (six week period).
3. Reasons stated by parents for students' absences were
summarized and presented in narrative form. Such
reasons as given by students were treated similarly.
4. The socio-economic status and the educational level of
parents were determined through the questionnaire. The
findings were summarized and presented in tabular form,
as well as narrative form.
5. Reasons for dropping out were extracted from the With¬
drawal Forms and presented in tabular form.
6. The data were presented in narrative and tabular form
and interpretations accompanied the presentation.
7. Implications were drawn based upon the findings.
8. Conclusions and recommendations, stemming from the
analysis and interpretation of the data constituted
the finished thesis copy.
Summary of Related Literature.—A survey of literature related to this
investigation revealed that extensive resesu:ch has been made investigating
various aspects of school attendance and absentees.
Further it was revealed through the literature that the problem of
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atteiidance and non-attendance are distributed generally throughout the
nation. There seems to be no simple solution to these problems but it is
believed that treatment at the local level in a revision of administrative,
instructional and guidance procedures may be a positive approach to the
problem,
1. Ayer said that the problem has become so serious in
American education that practically every book dealing
with classroom eidministration or pupil adjustment
gives a chapter or two on its consideration.
2. Hutson reported that an inquiry into the attendance
services in the schools of New York showed that
absence from school is symptomatic of maladjustments
of various types and forms.
3. Surrency revealed from a study in the schools of
Pierce County, Georgia, that there were enough
weekly and monthly absentees to en5)loy or lose two
elementary and one high school teacher. His findings
revealed further that there was a definite difference
in the educational status of parents of absentee stu¬
dents .
4* Kayser, in discussing school attendance, stated that a
child's attendance is determined largely by the conditions
in which he lives. There are vast differences among
schools in many respects, such as the socio-economic
level of families, standards of living, housing, clo¬
thing, food, physical fitness and parental attitudes,
5. Chamberlain and Kindred said that attendance enforce¬
ment presents two rather distinct problems: first
getting all children enrolled, and second keeping
enrolled children in regular attendance.
6. Grieder, Pierce and Rosenstengel believe that in order
to improve school attendance, one must know the meiny
causes of non-attendance. Moreover, it was brought out
that schools whose teachers are not well prepared may
contribute to students' lack of and eventual loss of
interest in school—thus causing chronic absenteeism
and dropouts.
7. Liddle, as a result of a study in the area of dropouts
reported that early school leavers most often come from
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lower class groups such as migrants and underprivileged
minority groups. He also cited dropouts as a group that
also have belew average intellectual ability, as measured
by intelligence tests. It is interesting to note that
the dropouts themselves often feel that their schooling
was impractical in that it did not prepare them for a
vocation,
8. In a study conducted by Lichter, Rapier and Siebert, it was
revealed that a child's environmental, hereditary, and
emotional background are an integral part of his social
environment and play a great part in his wanting to: remain
in school and finding the strength to do so.
9, Kohler and Fontaine exclaimed that we in America waste our
most productive natural resources—the power of yotmg
imaginations and emotions—inasmuch as we waste more than
a million kids a year. We waste them because we neither
keep them in school nor give them jobs.10,The President's Conmiittee on Youth Employment reported
that dropouts will have adverse effect on the nation
because it was estimated that during 1962, between six
hundred thousand and eight hundred thousand young people
between the ages of sixteen and twenty-one were out of
school and looking for jobsj that school dropouts suffer
most from unemployment and have greater difficulty in
finding work; and that xinemployment among teenage Negro
youth is double that of white youth.
Findings .—The findings of this study are based wholly on the data obtained
and are presented below. Broadly, it is the opinion of the writer that these
findings are typical of those of the nation,
1. The total registration of the school was five hundred
and eighty-two which included two hundred and seventy-
five boys and three hundred and seven girls. Two
h^lndred and ninety-two students were progressing through
school according to their chronological ages as related
to their actual grade placement,
2. One hundred and twenty-seven boys as compared to eighty-
one girls represented the total number of students in
the school who were above the normal age for their
respective grade.
3. Thirty-three boys and firty-nlne girls represented the
total number of students in the school who were below
the normal age limit.
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4. In the tenth grade ages ranged from thirteen to
nineteen years. One hundred and thirty-three
students of the two hundred and fifty enrollees
were at the approximate age of fifteen years; thirty-
one were below and eighty-six were above the normal
age.
5. One girl in the tenth grade, age thirteen years, was
two grades ahead of her chronological age and thirty
students were at least one grade ahead.
6. There were one hundred and eighty-three eleventh
grade students whose ages ranged from thirteen to
twenty years. Ninety-eight were at the normal age
of sixteen years; twenty-nine were below and fifty-
six were above the age limit for the grade.
7. Ages ranged from fifteen to twenty-one years in the
twelfth grade. Sixty-one students placed at the
normal age of seventeen years whereas sixty-six were
above and twenty-two were below.
8. Average daily attendance decreased in each grade from the
first to the third trimester (six-week period). The
range was from a high of 95 percent in the eleventh
grade in the first trimester to a low of 85 percent
in the tenth grawie in the third trimester.
9. Weekly absentees for the tenth grade varied from a
low of forty-two during the first week to a high of two
hundred and ninety-eight during the fourteenth week. In
the eleventh grade weekly absentees varied from eighteen
to one hundred and eighty-seven with the lowest number
occurring during the fifteenth week. The twelfth grade
had its best attendance in the first week (21 absentees)
and its worst attendance in the thirteenth week (182 absentees).
10. Cumulative days absent for sixty-two chronically absent
students equaled that of a trimester (six-week period)
or a third of the semester.
11. By the end of the semester, twelve chronic absentees had
become dropouts and fifty remained in school. These in¬
cluded thirty-three tenth graders; twelve eleventh graders;
and five twelfth graders.
12. Parents of chronic absentees gave the following major
prima-facie evidence for absences s pupils' personal
illness, employment (to work), lack of interest in
school work, financial reasons and poor grades.
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13. One hundred and five or 87.5 of the one hundred and twenty
boys in the tenth grade gave lack of interest in school
work, poor grades, pupil’s personal illness, broken homes
and help needed at home as the greatest influences upon
their absenteeism.
14. Ninety or 69.2 percent of the one hundred and thirty tenth
grade girls reported their outstanding reasons for absences
were pupil’s personal illness, parent’s or guardian’s ill¬
ness, no time to study after school hours, dislike for
certain teachers and no provisions for adequate study at
home.
15. Sixty-nine or 75.5 percent of the 89 boys enrolled in the
eleventh grade indicated the following factors as major
reasons for their absences* pupil’s personal Illness,
1ar»Tf of interest in school work; poor grades, dislike for
certain subjects and disciplinary difficulties.
16. Reasons for absences as given by eighty or 85.1 percent of
the ninety-four eleventh grade girls were stated thuslyj
pupil's personal illness, dislike for certain subjects, no
time for study after school hours; parent's or guardian’s
Illness and help needed at home.
17. Fifty-ei^t or 87.9 percent of the six±y-six boys in the
twelfth grade reveeded their pertinent reasons for absences
as pupil’s personal illness, no time for study after school
hours, employment (to work), help needed at home and
truant behavior.
18. Of the eighty-three twelfth grade girls enrolled, seventy-
seven or 92.7 percent gave such reasons for absences as
pupil's personal illness, poor grades, parent’s or guardian’s
illness, lack of interest in school work and can't get
along with other sttidents.
19. Forty-one and seven-tenths percent of the fathers of
chronic absentees did not go beyond elementary schooland 58.3 percent did not go beyond secondary school;whereas, 33 perrent of the mothers had not gone beyondthe elementary school and 66 percent of them had not
beyond the high school level.
20. The occupations of the parents of the chronic absentees
were limited to skilled and unskilled jobs. Twenty-two
or 61.1 percent of the fathers were employed in unskilled
occupations as porters, school janitors, longshoreman,carpenter helpers and factory workers. Ten or 27.8
percent of the mothers were employed in unskilled jobssuch as maids, domest workers, factory workers and school
cooks•
52
21. None of the mothers was engaged in skilled work
whereas, three or 8.3 percent of the fathers were
employed as skilled workers, specifically, a barter,
auto mechanic and building contractor.
22. Of the twelve dropouts, six were in the tenth grade
and three each were in the eleventh and twelfth
grades.
23. The reasons for dropping out as given by the parents
of the tenth graders were: to marryj could not pass
subjects; to go to work; and poor health.
24. The reasons given by parents of the eleventh grade
dropouts were: to enter armed forces; dislike teacher
and/or subject; and lastly, lack of interest.
25. The reasons given by the parents of the twelfth grade
dropouts were: to enter armed forces; to go to work
and poor heeJ-th.
Conclusions.—The findings of this study warrant that certain con¬
clusions be drawru Ibey are as follows:
1. The total enrollment for the Lord Beaconsfield Landry
Senior High School was five hxindred and eighty-two.
Of this number 47 percent were males and 53 percent
were females. The tenth grade enrollment was one
hundred and twenty males and one hundred and thirty
females; the elevenlii grade included eighty-nine males
and ninety-four females; the twelfth grade showed an
enrollment of sixty-six males and eighty-three females.
2. Students ages ranged from thirteen to twenty-one years
with a modal age of sixteen years.
3. The best attendance for entire semester was found in the
eleventh and twelfth grades.
4. The tenth grade contributed the greatest percent of
absences for each trimester (six week period) of the
semester.
5. The lowest percent of attendance occurred during a period
of unusual weather conditions. This occurred from
late November, 1962 through January, 1963.
6. Students gave as most prevalent reasons for their
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absenteeism their own personal health, economic
conditions, and maladjustment to school.
7. Reasons given by parents for student absentees can
be grouped into matters dealing with students
attitudes toward school and parents attitudes towaird
school and the total welfare df the children.
8. The aconomic status of the families of students who
were chronic absentees was generally considered low.
9. The educational attainment of the chronic absentees
and dropouts follow the same pattern, in the main,
as their parents.10.The largest nmber of dropouts occxarred in the tenth
grade. The most frequently given reasons for dis¬
continuing school were to enter armed forces, to go
to work and poor health.
Implications.—The findings and conclusions of this sttidy warrant the
following implications:
1. If a student can be kept in school until he completes the
tenth grade, the chances for his remaining until gradua¬
tion are greater.
2. Reasons given by students for their failure to attend
school regularly are sometimes nebulous#
3. Some parents and some students do not consider school
attendance as a high value. This is based upon the
finding that the reasons for non-attendance were very
superficial.
4. The eleventh and twelfth grade students appear to be
strongly motivated to complete high school. This is
implied by their attendance behavior.
Recommendations.—The writer, in accordance with the findings of the
data of this study, makes the following recommendations:
1. That administrators, counselors and teachers exert more
efforts to ascertain valid reasons for non-attendance
by students.
2. That the community and school unite in their efforts to
improve school attendance.
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3. That more guidance and counselihg services be offered
at the tenth grade level or before, in orier to give
the child an impetus to remain in school.
4. That the School Board will continue to seek to strengthen
the schools, in facilities, curriculum, counseling and
guidance, and the quality bf teachers, so that the needs





Anierson, Archibald W., et al. Social Foundations of Education. New
York: Dryden Press, Inc,, 1956,
Atkinson, Mark M., et al. The Educator’s Encyclopedia. Englewood Cliffs,
New Yorks Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1961.
Ayer, Fred C. Practical Child Accounting. Austin Texas: The Steck Company,
1953.
Chamberlain, Leo M, and Kindred, Leslie W, The Teacher and School
Organization. Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, Inc.
I960.
Conant, James B, Slums and Suburbs. New Yorks McGraw-Hill Book Co.,
Inc., 1961.
Grieder, Calvin, et al. Public School Administration. New Yorks The
Ronald Press Company, 1961.
Harris, Chester W. (ed.) Encyclopedia of Educational Research. New
York: The MacMillian Company, I960.
Heck, Arch 0, Administration of Pupil Personnel. Boston: Ginn and Company,
1939.
Hutson, Percival W. The Guidance Function in Education. New Yorks
Appleton-Century-Crofts, Inc,, 195S.
Reeder, Ward G. The Fundamentals of Public School Administration. New
York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, 195S,
Stoops, Emery, et al. Practices and Trends in School Administration. Bostons
Ginn ai:^ Company, 1961.
Workman, W. D. Southern Schools: Progress and Problems. Nashville,
Tennessee: Southern Education Reporting Service, 1959.
Articles and Periodicals




Gillis, Earl and Henry, Arthur G. "Attendance Problem," Clearing House.
XXXI (September, 1956), 26-27.
Hull, J. Dan and Cvunmings, Howard H, "How Fare American Youth in 1962?"
School Life. XLIV (January, 1962), 13-17.
Kayser, Richard M. "Meaning of Good Attendance," National Association of
School Principals Bulletin. XLIII (October, 1959) > 84-86.
Kohler, Mary C, and Fontaine, Andre. "We Waste A Million Kids A Year,"
Saturday Evening Post. CCLIII (March 10, 1962), 15-23.
Lichter, Solomon 0,, Rapien Elsie B. and Seibert, Frances M, "Prevention
of School Drop-Outs,” School and Society. XC (April 7, 1962), 159-160,
Liddle, Gordon P. "Psychological Factors Involved in Dropping Out of
School," The High School Journal. XLV (April, 1962), 276-280.
McGowan, William N, "What's Happening in A California Secondary School,"
California Journal of Secondary Education. XXXI (May, 1956), 281-282.
President's Committee on Youth En^jloyment, "The Challenge of Jobless Youth,"
(Washington, D. C,: U, S, Government Printing Office, 1963).
"The School Drop-Out," Good Housekeeping. CLIV (March, 1962), 143.
Unpublished Materials
Gibbs, Arthur L. "A Comparative Study of Twenty-Five Non-Regular Attenders
of the Springfield Elementary School, Henry County, Georgia, 1953-1954."
Unpublished Master's thesis. School of Education, Atlanta University,
1954.
Surrency, Othello T. "A Study of Factors in Absenteeism in the Schools of




L. B. Landry Junior-Senior High School
1200 Whitney Avenue
New Orleans 14> Louisiana
Dear Parents:
We are very concerned about the continuous increase in absences
among our students. Hence, we are attempting to find out from you
why your child is frequently absent from school.








C. Number of children in family
Reasons for Absences
Please place a check mark in the column as the reasons stated apply to
your child's absence. Thank you for your cooperation.
Kindly circle the child's sex Male Female
1. Lack of proper clothing






5. Child's help needed at home
6. Financial reasons
7. Parent's or guardian's illness
8. Pupil's personal illness
9. Employment (to work)
10. Dislike for certain subjects
11. Dislike for certain teachers




16. Broken homes (parents separated)
17. School's lack of concern about absences
18. Can't get along with other students
19. Inadequate counseling service in school
20. No provisions for adequate study in
the home
21. No time for study after school hours
22. Allowed to remain home at own choice
23. Child reports to school but cuts classes
24. Truant behavior
. Other reasons: (please list below)25
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L, B. Landr7 Junior-Senior High School
1200 Whitney Avenue
New Orleans 14, Louisiana
Dear Student:
We are very concerned about the continuous increase in absences
among our students. Hence, we are attempting to find out your reasons
for such absences. Please place a check in the proper column as the
reason pertains to you on "toe check list below.
CHECK LIST
Please circle grade ai^ sex: Male Female Grades 10 11 12
Reasons for Absences
Yes No Sometimes
1• Lack of proper clothir^
2. Lack of interest in schoolwork
3. Poor grades
4. Disciplinaary difficulties
5. Help needed at home (to care for
little ones, pay bills, work, etc.)
6. Financial reasons
7. Parent's or guardian's illness
8. Pupil's personal illness
9. Employment (to work)
10, Dislike for certain subjects
11, Dislike for certsdn teachers
12, Failure to get desired subjects
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Yes No Sometimes
13 • Failiire to get desired subjects
14. Extreme poverty
15. Marriage problems
16. Broken homes (parents separated)
17. School's lack of concern about
absences
18. Can't get along with other students
19. Inadequate counseling service in
school
20. No provisions for adequate study
in the home
21. No time for study after school hours
22. Allowed to remain home at own choice
23. Parents demand that you remain home
24. Report to school but cut classes
25. Truant behavior
26. Other reasons: (please list below)
B
